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Governor Heineman                                                                                                                  December 29, 2008
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 94848 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4848
 
Dear Governor Heineman,
 
Investing immediately in shovel-ready projects will create jobs and strengthen Nebraska’s competitiveness. The types of projects funded also are important. Repairs and maintenance of existing infrastructure not only are needed, but these labor-intensive projects also create more jobs than building new facilities. Funding of these projects will immediately employ people, support small businesses and stimulate Main Street economies.
 
Kimball, Nebraska has such a “shovel-ready project” waiting for funds.  The Infrastructure Stimulus Plan being prepared by President-elect Obama could provide these funds which would greatly help the economy for Western Nebraska citizens.  This project is the rehabilitation of the 1918 National Historic Wheat Growers Hotel.
 
The Wheat Growers Hotel was constructed in 1918 by Frank Cunningham in honor of the wheat growers of America and was considered the “most glamorous Hotel between Omaha and Denver”. With 86 rooms, a restaurant and a Ballroom, the Hotel became the hub for railroad travelers and locals alike. Dwight and Mami Eisenhower (with son Doug and Mami’s parents) stayed in the Hotel in 1920.
 
The Wheat Growers Hotel is a visual representation of Nebraska’s heritage and the architecture is a physical expression of Nebraska’s history.  It is also one of the most visible indicators of community pride, along with Western Nebraska’s economic and social health. The Hotel is either an asset or a liability in the effort to recruit new residents, new businesses and industries, retirees, tourists and others to this region and to keep those we already have.  This "project" encourages forward-thinking economic development in a historic preservation context so this region’s assets and legacy can be passed on to future generations.  Because this revitalization entails the participation of so many people and entities in the Panhandle of Nebraska, a wide range of businesses also benefit.
 
Tourism is a powerful economic development tool. Tourism creates jobs, provides new business opportunities and strengthens local economies. When Heritage Tourism development is done right, it also helps to protect our nation’s historical treasures (like the Wheat Growers Hotel) and improve the quality of life for residents and visitors alike.  Linking tourism with heritage can do more for local economies than promoting them separately. That’s the core idea in Heritage Tourism: save your heritage, share it with visitors, and reap the economic benefits of tourism. 
 
Please consider the rehabilitation of the Wheat Growers Hotel as a vital project to be included in the Infrastructure Stimulus Plan.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you,
 
Kent & Sue Worker
Cc:          Elizabeth Chase, Director, Lied Main Street Program                                    
 Michael Smith, Director and SHPO
                Rick Sheehy, Lt. Governor                                                                                     Adrian Smith, Senator
                L. Patrick Engel, Senator                                                                                   
 Donald W. Pederson, Senator
                Lowen Kruse, Senator                                                                                          
 Gwen Howard, Senator
                J.L. Schmidt, Executive Director, Heritage Nebraska                                           Warren Buffett, Nebraskan Native
                Maxine Moul, Nebraska Advisor, National Trust for Historic Preservation
